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Ye sacred muses, race of Jove

William Byrd (1543–1623)
edited by Richard Shakeshaft

Yea sacred Muses, race of Jove, whom Musicks lore delighteth,
come downe from Christall heavens above to earth where sorrow dwelleth,
in mourning weeds, with teares in eyes: Tallis ys dead, and Musick dyes.

the source of the elegiac text is unknown,
but it marks the death of William Byrd’s friend and mentor, 

Thomas Tallis, on 23 November, 1585
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